
Utilities and Sustainability Task Force 
Minutes from the 9/20/07 Meeting  

 
Next meeting: Oct. 18, 2007, 3-5 pm 
155 Bovet Road 1st floor conference room, San Mateo CA 
 
In attendance: 
Bill Dickenson, Belmont City Council  
Deborah Gordon, Woodside City Council 
Kathy Lavezzo, PG&E 
Terry Nagel, Mayor of Burlingame 
Richard Napier, C/CAG  
Barbara Pierce, Mayor of Redwood City 
Sepi Richardson, Brisbane City Council 
Nicole Sandkulla, BAWSCA 
Dianne Anderson, San Mateo County RecycleWorks (staff) 
Gina Blus, Consultant (staff) 
Kim Springer, San Mateo County RecycleWorks (staff) 
 
Not in attendance: 
Bruce Chamberlain, ABAG Energy Watch 
Bob Cormia, Sustainable Silicon Valley 
Brandi de Garmeaux, USTF intern 
Lori Duvall, Sun Microsystems 
Jerry Hill, San Mateo County Board of Supervisors 
Mario Panoringan, Colma-Daly City Chamber of Commerce 
 
Guests: 
Dianne Dryer, Menlo Park staff 
Joe LaMariana, San Mateo County RecycleWorks 
Juda Tomasoff, Aide to Supervisor Jerry Hill 
Erika Walther, ABAG Energy Watch 
 
Actions items 
Nicole: provide additional information to support the revised water goals  
Bill: circulate solar financial models to net metering committee, including Kathy 
Kim: establish regular meeting schedule for the net metering committee 
Staff: update the Energy Strategy Report per the feedback provided 
 
Notes 
Revised Water Goal 
Nicole presented an alternative approach to the water goal, based on the evolving dynamics of the Hetch 
Hetchy regional water system allocations and assurances. While additional water conservation opportunities 
are present in San Mateo County that meet or exceed the previous draft goal (10 percent below projected 
2020 potable water use levels, and 15 percent below the projected 2030 levels), even bigger conservation 
opportunities exist outside the county. BAWSCA suggests that San Mateo County partner with other system 
users—specifically, agricultural interests represented by irrigation districts—to help them increase the efficiency 
of their water use. Doing so could prevent the need to take any additional water from the lower Tuolomne River 
(above current diversions) to meet projected demand. 
  
The proposed new version of the goal reads: 
 

Throughout San Mateo County, strongly support and implement cost-effective and feasible water 
conservation, recycling and development of other local water supplies and support activities in the 
lower Tuolomne River basin (e.g. additional agricultural conservation) such that projected water needs 
for San Mateo County in 2030 can be met with no net increase in water diversions from the lower 
Tuolomne River. 

 



Nicole said the net impact of this phrasing was more or less equivalent to the prior goal, but may deliver greater 
environmental benefits. The nonprofit Environmental Defense and at least one of the irrigation districts showed 
interest in this proposal. 
 
The task force accepted the revised goal. To make it easier to understand, the goal language will focus on 
water conservation, recycling and development of local sources, and the reference to “support[ing] activities” 
on the lower Tuolomne will be phrased as a strategy.  More information about the issues should be added to 
the Findings to provide context for readers unfamiliar with the issues. 
 
Net-Metering Task Force 
The Net-Metering committee met with PG&E and reviewed the latest version of SB 451 (which has been passed 
by both houses and awaits the governor’s action). The financial analyst in Belmont was expected to deliver two 
financial models for the committee to review. Committee members emphasized the need to stay engaged 
with PG&E throughout the process. Kim will work with the committee to establish a regular meeting schedule. 
 
Climate Workshop 
Several members of the task force and guests attended the Sept. 7 workshop, which was funded by the Air 
District and led by a team from ICLEI. The presenters explained the elements of a community-wide emissions 
inventory, explained ICLEI’s role and services and demonstrated the features of the ICLEI inventory software. 
Energy and transportation information was provided for the cities at the workshop (10 from San Mateo County, 
10 from Santa Clara) and populated into the database. The ICLEI staff kept the work product of workshop 
attendees to review and aggregate, then returned the report to the cities two weeks later. Not all the data was 
available, but a subsequent workshop might be called to complete the inventories. 
 
The Air District plans to host several additional workshops on different topics in the coming year. Sustainable 
Silicon Valley is working with ICLEI, and will continue to focus on education and networking. 
 
Feedback on the Draft Energy Strategy Report 
 
Executive Summary:  Rich Napier drafted and circulated an Executive Summary, inviting input. The task force 
preferred to read it and comment offline, rather than in the meeting. 
 
Fossil fuel vs. energy per se:  Review the whole document to ensure that it is clear that the goal is to reduce the 
use of energy from fossil fuel, not necessarily all energy.  
 
Water:  See revised goal phraseology above. Add relevant information to the Findings to set the stage for the 
goal. Clarify the enhanced energy benefits of conserving hot water versus unheated water. Explain the 
relationship between water and energy and thus, water and climate change. 
 
Barriers: time vs. money: Clarify that staffs lack time to address environmental issues because local governments 
are budget constrained. Insufficient budget leads to insufficient staff, and thus the lack of staff time. 
Acknowledge that some small towns like Woodside are filling the gap with volunteers, but that larger 
organizations may find that an investment in environmental staff may pay for itself. 
 
City energy and water consumption levels: Change the heading for water usage to one that is familiar to 
people from their bills. Some found the chart more confusing than helpful.  
 
Milestones:  Add the development of baseline purchase levels.  
 
Next meeting 
Net-metering subcommittee progress report 
Energy Strategy Report discussion 

- Rollout and implementation planning 


